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part in them, in subserviency to men, who guide our labors, and are
often the recipients of those henefits of education we il to confer,
and which we rejoice they can enjoy, although it is their mandate
which deprives us of the same advantages. Now, whether cur breth-
ren have defrauded us intentionally, or unintentionally, the wrang we
suffer is equally the same. For years, they have been spurring us up
to the performance of our duties, The immense usefulness and the
vast influence of woman have been eulogized and called into exercise,
and many a blessing has been lavished upon us, and many a prayer
put up for us, because we have labored by day and by night to clothe
and feed and educate young men, whilst our own bodies sometimes
suffer for want of comfortable garments, and our minds are left in
almost utter destitution of that improvement which we are toiling to
bestow upon the brethren. . . .

1 have now, my dear sister, completed my series of letters. T am
aware, they contain some new views; but I belicve they are based on
the immutable truths of the Bible. All T ask for them is, the candid
and prayerful consideration of Christians, If they strike at some of
our bosom sins, our deep-rooted prejudices, our long cherished opin-
1ons, let us not condemn them on that account, but investigate them
fearlessly and prayerfully, and not shrink from the examination; be-
cause, if they are true, they place heavy responsibilitics upon women.
In throwing them before the public, I have been actuated solely by
the belief, that if they are acted upon, they will exalt the character
and enlarge the usefulness of my own sex, and contribute greatly to
the happiness and virtue of the other, [That there is] a root of bit-
terness continually springing up in families and troubling the repose
of both men and women, must be manifest to even a superficial ob-
server; and I believe it is the mistaken notion of the inequality of the
sexes. As there is an assumption of supedority on the one part, which
is not sanctioned by Jehovah, there is an incessant struggle on the
other to rise to that degree of dignity, which God designed women
to possess in common with men, and to maintin those rights and
exercise those privileges which every woman's commeon sense, apart
from the prejudices of education, tells her are inalienable; they are a
part of her moral nature, and can only cease when her immortal mind
15 extinguished.

One word more. 1 feel that T am calling upon my sex to sacrifice
what has been, what is still dear to their hearts, the adulation, the
flattery, the attentions of tnfling men. [ am asking them 1o repel these
insidious enemies whenever they approach them; to manifest by their
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conduct, that, although they value highly the society of pious and
intelligent men, they have no taste for idle conversation, and for that
silly preference which is manifested for their personal accommoda-
tion, often at the expense of great inconvenience to their male com-
panions. As an illustration of what I mean, 1 will state a fact,

I was traveling lately in a stage coach. A gentleman, who was also
a passenger, was made sick by riding with his back to the horses. |
offered to exchange seats, assuring him it did not affect me ar all
unpleasantly; but he was too polite to permit 1 lady to run the risk
of being discommoded. I am sure he meant to be very civil, but 1
really thought it was a foolish piece of civility, This kind of artention
encourages selfishness in woman, and is only accorded as a sort of
quictus, in exchange for those rights of which we are deprived. Men
and women are equally bound to cultivate a spirit of accommodation;
but I exceedingly deprecate her being treated like 2 spoiled child, and
sacrifices made to her sclfishness and vanity, In liew of these flattering
but injurious attentions, yiclded to her as an inferior, as a mark of
benevolence and courtesy, I want my sex to claim nothing from their
brethren but what their brethren may justly claim from them, in their
intercourse a5 Christians, I am persuaded woman can do much in
this way to elevate her own character, And that we may become duly
sensible of the dignity of our nature, only a litde lower than the
angels, and bring forth fruit to the glory and honor of Emanuel's
name, is the fervent prayer of
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