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hosts an elaborate dinner party in her husband’s.absence; she rents and moves into
a small house of her own; and she has taken a lover. Similarly, it is hard to appreciate
the significance of “for the first time in her life she stood naked in the open.air,”
without a picture of what the bathing costume Edna has just cast aside would have
been like.* More broadly, two examples of white southern chauvinism, the essays by
Mary L. Shaffter and Wilbur Fisk Tillett, give glimpses of the ways class and race
constructed gender in the period. The advice columns of Dorothy Dix and the social
theory of Charlotte Perkins Stetson (Gilman) and Thorstein Veblen demonstrate that
in her day Kate Chopin was not the only one challenging the prevailing gender
ideology of the period.

An Etiquette/Advice Book Sampler
Duties of the Wife!

On the wife especially devolves the privilege and pleasure of rendering
home happy. We shall, therefore, speak of such duties and observances
‘as pertain to her. * * *

Avoid All Causes for Complaint

.Never let your husband have cause to complain that you are more
agreeable abroad than at home; nor permit him to see in you an object
of admiration as respects your dress and manners, when in company,
while you are negligent of both in the domestic circle. Many an unhappy
marriage has been occasioned by neglect in these particulars. Nothing
can be more senseless than the conduct of a young woman, who seeks
to be admired in general society for her politeness and engaging manners,
or skill in music, when, at the same time, she makes no effort to render
her home attractive; and yet that home whether a palace or a cottage,
is the very centre of her being—the nucleus around which her affections
should revolve, and beyond which she has comparatively small concern.

Beware of Confidants

Beware of intrusting any individual whatever with small annoyances,
or misunderstandings, between your husband and yourself, if they un-
happily occur. Confidants are dangerous persons, and many seek to
obtain an ascendency in families by gaining the good opinion of young
married women. Be on your guard, and reject every overture that may
lead to undesirable intimacy. Should any one presume to offer you
4. See below, pp. 135-36.

1. From Richard A. Wells, Decorum: A Practical Treatise on Etiquette and Dress of the Best

American Society (New York: Union Publishing House, 1886) 248-49. Etiquette books of the

period often appeared in numerous editions, and identical text may appear in books with
different titles and even different authors.
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advice with regard to your husband, or seek to‘lessen him by insinuations,
shun that person-as.you would a serpent. owor

Influence of Mothers®

+ * * What the child needs pre-eminently above playthings, books,
clothes, and every-other earthly thing, is the presence and influence of
mother. No other woman in the world can take her place. Many mothers
farm their children out to nurses, and then give themselves to bousehold
duties, social pleasures, or possibly to duties which may be important
in themselves, but which, afterall, can only be secondary to the discharge
of the all-important duties of motherhood. ‘

Many otherwise excellent women find the nursery a prison, and the
care of their own children irksome, simply because they have a perverted
mother-sense. The mother should have proper relief from the care pf
her children, but if she has the true mother-heart the companionship
of her children will be. the society which she will prefer above that of

all others.
Reception Days®

Let nothing, but the most imperative duty,_ ca!l you out upon your
reception day. Your callers are, in a measure, invited guests, apd it will
be an insulting mark of rudeness to be out when they call. Neither can
you be excused, except in case of sickness.

Having appointed the day when you will be at horr}e to see your
friends, you must, for that day, prepare to give your time wholly to
them. The usual hours for morning receptions are from twelve to three,
and you should be dressed, and ready for callers, at least half an hour

before that time.
Rules for Summer Resorts*

At places of summer resort, those who own their cottages, call first
upon those who rent them, and those who rent, in turn, call upon each
other, according to priority of arrival. In all thes'e cases there are ex-
ceptions; as, where there is any great difference in ages, the'y.ounger
then calling upon the older, if there has been a previous acquaintance
or exchange of calls. If there has been no previous acquaintance or
exchange of calls, the older lady pays the first call, unless shc;.takes the
initiative by inviting the younger: to call upon her, or by sending her an

2. From Sylvanus Stall, What A Young Husband Ought to Know (Philadelphia: Vir Publishing,

293. . I fal

3. ;‘?21712 Florence Hartley, The Ladies Book of Etiquette and Manual of Politeness (Philadelphia:
860) 76-77.

4. g::rr: ,];hn 2—[ ‘Young, Qur Deportment, Or the Manners, Conduct and Dress of the Most

Refined Society (Springheld, MA, 1882) 56:
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invitation to some entertainment, which she is about to give. When the
occupants of two villas, who have arrived the same season, meet at the
house of a common friend, and the older of the two uses her privilege
of inviting the other to call, it would be a positive rudeness not to call;
and the sooner the call is made, the more civil will it be considered. It
is equally rude, when one lady asks permission of another to bring a
friend to call, and then neglects to do it, after permission has been given.
If the acquaintance is not desired, the first call can be the last.

Flirtation and Increasing Fastness of Manner®

Flirtation is more openly indulged in by married women, even those
who are old enough to have grown-up daughers, than ever before, and
fastness of manner is certainly rapidly on the increase.

* * * we may not be surprised to see the woman of fifty assuming
the graces of sixteen, and occupying the corridors and piazzas of
watering-place hotels with feeble attendant swains. It is a melancholy
spectacle to those who desire to respect or love the woman, particularly
to her sons and daughters. But her end is gained if somebody says: “Oh,
Mrs. Feathercap is such a very fascinating woman to gentlemen!” She
dresses, poses, and lives painfully, to reach this goal, and becomes the
worst model for her young countrywomen to follow.

Flirtation among the young is forgiven, because it is very like the best
and noblest event of human life—a true and honest love affair. It is a
very good artificial rose—very like a real one; therefore we prefer it.
Youth and high spirits being good things to have, we forgive their excesses
and pardon their follies. There is no doubt that a coquettish and flir-
tatious girl, however, although she may become very fashionable, the
reigning belle and the toast, is dangerously periling her chances for a
good marriage by her habits of freebootery. No man cares to marry a

free lance. Let her catch her fish, land him safely, and then, as a young
married woman, let her go in and win as a married flitt. She will gain
a fashionable position and a detestable reputation.

Musicales®

The character of the music and the length of the programme are
decided upon by the lady giving the musicale, and it is supposed that a
cultivated knowledge of music and some consideration for the known
tastes of her guests govern this part of the preparations. Classical selec-
tions receive positions of honor in the list, but lighter melodies should
not be obstracized altogether, as even in an audience selected for its
profound music-lore there are sure to be some who will appreciate a

5. From The American Code of Manners: a Study of the Usages, Laws and Observances which
govern Intercourse in the Best Social Circles . . . (New York: Andrews, 1880) 194, 196-97.
6. ggm [Eliza Lavin)], Good Manners, 3rd ed. (New York: Butterick Publishing Company, 1889)
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ballad or a popular instrumental piece Which suggests l(lier}(lnc rt;fr:rlrr:]l:;
cences. The opening selection is usually mstru.mental, an the 1t)re formet
has quite as much right to expect respectful snk.ence dur.mg Amfs l:l el
as vocal music. It is downright rudene.ss to w1thhold it. la\s lqc ble
musicale may be given with only the piano for instrumental musi and
with a soprano and tenor of exceptional note fo.r vogahsts, z(llnbactc}?m[;oﬁn
being also provided; but very often the piano is reinforced by the \; ané
a mandolin quartette is included, the singers number four or more,
solos, trios and duets vary the programme.

The Street Manners of a Lady’

The true lady walks the street, wrapped m a.mantlf: of prop(;lr rese;:/ii:é
so impenetrable that insult and coarse familiarity shrmk fromh er, whiCh
she, at the same time, carries with her a congenial atmosphere w

nd puts all at their ease. . .
amzclt:d?'u\:v:lks cll)uietly through the streets, s.eging and hearmg not.l&ng
that she ought not to see and hear, recognizing acquamt.ancles wi ha
courteous bow, and friends with words of greeting. She is a waysth'n
obtrusive, never talks loudly, or laughs boisterously, or dot:s Zny 1w g
to attract the attention of the passers-by. She yvalk§ along mf er o "
quiet, lady-like way, and by her pre-occupation is .se}::ul;e r(‘;plc; dy
annoyance to which a person of less perfect breeding might be subjected.

Places of Amusement®

Do not accept an invitation to visit any pla.ce of public .aml(;semciz:;
with a gentleman with whom you are but slightly acqua(xinte , ur}th s
there is another lady also invited. You may, as a young ll]a y, go wi
relative or your fiancée, without a chaperon, but not otherwise.

Formal Dinner Parties’

It is needless to say to aspirants for social honors, who rea!iy villlsh :t(;

“entertain,” that dinner-giving l(is a seriou‘::1 expenste, al};ie er:tai s SO
igations upon the embarkers in such an enterprise.

o gﬁglg:)se youpstart with a dinner of eight, which is thedmostte -csz)zne‘lé
fortable, genial-—and expensive—number. You have a mﬁ era sized
dining-room, and a large acquaintanc.e. You are happy in the 1})lossd on
of a reliable cook, and a fair table-waitress. If the latter has a ! ea ,t <
table-sense, she may be able to wait on glght, but cel:tamhy ln(:i;ne
course, if you have champagne. That requires an expert's who ;:V Omal.]
Let us suppose you do not have champagne, and that your one

7. Young 145-46.
g' grzlorrt:xe)étliﬁ.ette for Americans by ¢ Woman of Fashion (Chicago: Herbert S. Stone, 1898) 74—

79, 85.






